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Key Action 2:

Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices

Coordinating school:

ü Osnovna sila Gustava Siliha Velenje. Velenje. SLOVENIA.

Partnership schools;

Istituto Comprensivo Statale Giovanni Verga

Canicattini Bagni, Sicilia. ITALY.

üWolstanton High School, Newcastle-under-Lyme. UNITED KINGDOM.

ü ScoalaGimnazialaGistesti, Pascani. ROMANIA.

ü Collège La Rochefoucauld. La Ferté-sous-Jouarre. FRANCE.
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Erasmus+ partnerships have evolved from the successful Comenius programme for 

schools, financed by the European Union, to promote intercultural dialogue and 

sharing of good practice across member states. Key Action 2 is specifically for school 

partnerships.

In this new project we are joining a group of schools, some of whom have already 

worked together through Comenius, some, like us, are new to the partnership. The 

application has been submitted via the Slovenian National Agency, requesting a 

grant for 5 international conferences. Students from all 5 schools will be invited to 

attend 3 of these international conferences. 

The grant we have applied for is a generous one so the students who take part will 

not have to pay a penny for the experience. In this way the project is accessible to 

everyone in our school communities.

The project will be called Do You Speak Culture? soités themes will therefore impact 

on the curriculum in every subject area but especially Science, Technology, History, 

Art, RE, MFL, PE and ICT.
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Hereés how the project has been described to the European Union

The 21st Century has already been defined by the most widespread migration of people into 

Europe in more than 100 years, coupled with existential threats to our moral, spiritual and 

cultural conventions. Schools are clearly the only agency through which every young person in 

our continent can learn how to live side by side with other young people from different 

cultural backgrounds and life experiences, young people displaced from their countries of birth 

for political and economic reasons, reasons outside of their own control. 

Schools must be a beacon of community cohesion as the very fabric of our future societies 

depends upon the successful management of new arrivals into our education systems, 

bringing with them new customs and traditions that enrich our already diverse continent. We 

need to successfully remove cultural and linguistic barriers for our immigrant communities, 

promoting community cohesion at the heart of all that we do, after all these are the very 

values of tolerance, collaboration, innovation and invention that have transformed Europe into 

the international cultural superpower that it is today. .
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Posing the question èDo you speak culture?é will give our students the opportunity of 

appreciating their own cultural identity and understanding that of other peoples, in this equitable 

way we will promote cultural exchange and mutual understanding in the spirit of cooperation, 

solidarity and mutual respect. Students will investigate whether and how refugees and economic 

migrants have retained, their traditions, their customs, their mother tongue in their new 

homelands and in what way their traditions and customs may have been transformed by their 

new realities, it will be a celebration of all that is vibrant and diverse in our school communities .

Students from schools in Italy, Great Britain, Romania, Slovenia and France will have the 

opportunity to attend three international conferences, each with a focus upon different 

curriculum areas, additionally there will be two further international meetings for teachers from 

all six countries to plan and evaluate collaboratively the impact of their work and findings. 

We will raise standards, improve outcomes in teaching and learning and forever embed an 

international dimension into the curriculum that promotes fundamental European values whilst 

equipping all our young people to live and work successfully in a global society, free from 

prejudice, free from cultural misunderstandings and free from barriers to learning. Do you speak 

culture, or do you learn it? Letés find out.
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